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MESSAGE FROM MR. LESTER 
 

Welcome Spring!  I am pleased to announce the hiring of our new Assistant Principal, Ms. Joi Fisher.  She will 
be the administrator in charge of the Class of 2016.  Ms. Fisher is expected to join the P’way family on June 1st 
and we eagerly await her arrival. 
 As many of my students and teachers are aware, my music prowess is very limited, but I have a GREAT eye 
for talent. I am deeply saddened and touched by the recent passing of a MUSIC LEGEND AND 
GENIUS…PRINCE. The Artist has been known for many things such as changing his name to a symbol, his 
epic battles of creative artistic rights with Warner Bros. and Sony Records, his community activism for the 
under privileged, and his philanthropic various causes, just to name a few. His music spoke to a generation of 
us…he was OUR guy. There are countless songs that I can say are my favorites.  I know all the words as if I 
had written them myself. My top ten favorites, in no particular order, all have different significance to me:  
ADORE, The Beautiful Ones, Free, International Lover, Raspberry Beret, Lady Cab Driver, Soul Sanctuary, 
Black Sweat, Little Red Corvette, When the Doves Cry…Many of the selections will only be recognized by 
those that put their PRINCE listening hours in over time. May his music play on and his soul rest in peace…the 
WORLD will miss him.  
 I am pleased to say that our Piscataway High School students have been very busy this month.  Our 
AFJROTC students completed a very successful year in competition.  A group of students visited their pen pals 
in China and came back with once-in-a-lifetime memories.  Other students visited New York City where they 
were in the company of First Lady Michelle Obama.  Please read on for all the details of these events and 
many others. 

Strength & Honor 
 

PHS HAPPENINGS 
 

ART DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

Congressional Art Awards 
 

 
By Jamie Ramos - 1st Place 



 
 

  
By Giorel Laxamana      By Katie Maas 

 
 
 
 

  
By Mary Dvorsky      By Neha Patel 

 
 
Each spring, a nation-wide high school arts competition is sponsored by the Members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. The Artistic Discovery Contest is an opportunity to recognize and encourage the artistic talent 
in the nation, as well as in our congressional district. The Congressional Art Competition began in 1982 to 
provide an opportunity for members of Congress to encourage and recognize the artistic talents of their young 
constituents. Since then, over 650,000 high school students have been involved with the nationwide 
competition. 
 
 
Only 18 pieces of artwork were selected for this year’s juried exhibit. Piscataway High School visual arts 
students received 5 of the 18 awards! Jamie Ramos received 1st Place. Her artwork will hang in the U.S. 
Capitol, along with winning pieces by students from around the country for one year.  Mary Dvorsky, Giorel 
Laxamana, Katie Maas, and Neha Patel each received Honorable Mention. All the students will be honored at 
the Sixth Congressional District Spring Awards Ceremony. 
 
 
 
 
 



Teen Media Contest 
 
 

  
                    By Courtney Culp, 1st Place            By Jamie Ramos, 2nd Place 
 

The New Jersey Department of Human Services recently announced that Piscataway High School students. 
Courtney Culp won 1st place and Jamie Ramos won 2nd place in their High School Teen Media Contest 
category.  They will receive a Plaque of Achievement, an American Express Gift Card and two 1-day passes to 
Great Adventure in Jackson, New Jersey. This year’s theme was “Families that Grow through Generations.”  
Student entrants were asked to create and submit a piece of original hand drawn artwork which complements 
the state's ongoing advertising and community outreach campaign.  Entries were evaluated based on theme 
depiction, overall appearance, originality, design and execution.  Artwork will be on display at the New Jersey 
State House from May 16 – 20, 2016. 
 
 

ATHLETICS 
 
National Signing Day - April 13, 2016 
 

 
 



 
On Wednesday, April 13, twelve Piscataway High School student-athletes signed letters of intent with their 
selected institution of higher learning.  We are proud and excited for them to begin the next phase of their lives 
knowing they will be attending these excellent schools.  They are: 
 
Nadia Wooten - American International College - Girls Basketball 
Aubri McKoy - The College of Wooster - Girls Basketball 
Myasia Taylor - Penn State - Lehigh Valley Campus - Girls Basketball. 
Kendrea Williams - FDU Madison - Girls Basketball 
Kaamal Stewart - Albright College - Football 
Jared Vann - Norwich University - Football 
Tasha Bethea - Rowan University - Track and Field 
Demetria Bethel - Norfolk State - Bowling 
Olivia Lukshides - East Stroudsburg - Swimming 
Joseph Simunek - Swimming 
Kevin Tamsula - Rutgers Newark - Baseball 
Dan Tricarico - Rutgers Newark - Baseball 
 
 

AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The AttachAviAutsim foundation and Piscataway High School hosted a fashion and talent show for young 
people with Autism and special needs on Saturday April 9th. The show played to a packed house at the 
Piscataway High School Performing Arts Center. The showcase provided a platform for people with special 
needs to share their talents and ABILITIES. The event was hosted by Della Crews of News 12 New Jersey. 50 
students and young adults with special needs crossed the runway in fashion and prom rounds.   

 



 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
There were several talent acts showcased as well, including classic Indian violin, Western Swing dance and 
Salsa/Merengue. The fashion/talent show was mentored by Ms. Lebowitz, Piscataway High School special 
education teacher, and Assistant Principal Dr. Gayles.  AttachAviAutism foundation provides support for 
children and young adults with Autism and special needs and their families through advocacy and 
programming. The large majority of participants in this wonderful event are current students or alumni of the 
Piscataway Township School district. The goal of the event was to provide a platform for the students to 
highlight their abilities, as well as raise funds to create a respite center in Piscataway for these children and 
their families. www.attachaviautism.org 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.attachaviautism.org/


AFJROTC COMPETITION 
 

 

 

Washington Township Drill Competition 
 
 
On April 9th, 2016 cadets from the NJ-761 Drill Team, the Thunder Chiefs, woke at the crack of dawn and 
arrived at Piscataway High School for a 6:00 am departure to Washington Township. The cadets were eager to 
compete.  They practiced every day during their homeroom and lunch period for sixty days, after school as well 
as a total of fifteen hours during their spring break. Once competition began, all sense of nervousness 
disappeared as the cadets were now in “their zone.” During the closing ceremony a total of sixteen trophies 
were awarded to the Drill Team:  
 
 
1st place individual knock out- Tanya Chahal  
1st place overall unarmed 
1st place overall armed 
1st place unarmed regulation  
1st place unarmed inspection 
1st place new cadet basic 
1st placed armed color guard 
2nd place armed regulation 
2nd place armed inspection 
2nd place armed dual exhibition  
2nd place armed solo 
2nd place unarmed flight exhibition  
2nd place unarmed color guard 
2nd place academic challenge 
3rd place armed flight exhibition  
3rd place unarmed dial exhibition  

 
Congratulations to all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Three Trophies Awarded at Bridgeton Township High School 
 

 
 
On April 24, 2016 The NJ-761 Drill Team, the Thunder Chiefs, departed Piscataway High School at 5:00am for 
a two hour long bus ride to Bridgeton Township located in South Jersey. The team participated in eleven 
events including an athletic competition which tested the physical fitness of cadets. At the end of the day the 
team was awarded three trophies for their performances that day. Overall the amount of trophies awarded to 
the Thunder Chiefs for the 2015-2016 school year was a record breaking twenty-six. The Bridgeton High 
School JROTC Drill competition is the last event of the season but for some cadets it was the final one of their 
high school careers.  
 
Trophies awarded: 
1st place Armed Dual 
2nd place Academic Test 
3rd place Academic Presentation  
 
 

CHINESE EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



On March 23, students and chaperones departed to Shanghai, China, to begin a wondrous adventure with 
their Chinese pen pals.  Some of the sites our students experienced include the Great Wall of China, the 
Olympic site, and the Summer Palace.  Our students learned about Chinese culture and its rich history.  Our 
students attended Shanghai High School with their pen pals and were immersed into Chinese language and 
culture. They attended classes and even had the opportunity to make dumplings. Memories were made and 
friendships with their pen pals were sealed forever.  The host families were most gracious to our visiting 
students and chaperones.  The trip was a huge success! 

 
 
KEY CLUB MEMBERS WIN SCHOLARSHIPS AND RECOGNITION 
 
 

  
                          Kiara Ramierz       Farwa Shakeel 
 
 
Two outstanding Key Club seniors won $1000 each at the annual New Jersey District of Key Club in Long 
Branch NJ. Kiara Ramirez and Farwa Shakeel each received recognition for their community service efforts 
and dedication to Kiwanis throughout their high school years. In addition, each officer on the board received a 
distinguished recognition.  Piscataway High School once again placed students on the state executive board 
as well. Key Club is the world’s largest student service organization. Key Club is an international student-led 
organization which provides its members with opportunities to provide service, build character and develop 
leadership. The core values of Key Club International are leadership, character building, caring and 
inclusiveness. Piscataway High School Key Club students complete over 500+ hours of service a year.  
 
State Secretary: Farwa Shakeel  
 
Distinguished Club Officers: Eileen Zhu, Chandna Patel, Chandni Patel, Nic Bagwandeen, Mia Sutton, Kiara 
Ramirez 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REACH HIGHER SIGNING DAY INITIATIVE 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
On Tuesday, April 26th, Piscataway High School participated in the First Lady Michelle Obama’s # Reach 
Higher Signing Day Initiative. Signing Day is a chance to celebrate students for making a commitment to 
higher education. To celebrate our students at PHS we had an assembly during homeroom with special photo 
opportunities during lunch.  Students and staff wore college t-shirts on that day.  

 
 
 



Students Attended National College Signing Day in NYC 
 

 
 

 

A group of our students were invited to attend the National College Signing Day #ReachHigher event hosted 
by 1st Lady Michelle Obama and MTV at the Harlem Armory in New York City.  
 

With over 4,000 students from the NYC area in attendance, the students of Piscataway were able to hear from 
a number of famous artists, activists and entertainers throughout the program including Traci Ellis Ross, Diggy 
Simmons, Carmelo Anthony, Common, Melissa McCarthy, Allison Williams, and a very special appearance 
from legendary actor Robert DeNiro.  
 

But the main attraction was the 1st Lady herself, who gave all the graduating seniors, wearing the shirts of the 
colleges they will be attending in the fall, powerful words of inspiration and motivation to succeed beyond high 
school and into college. Afterwards, the 1st Lady came down to the front of the stage and shook hands with 
many of the students in attendance.  
 
Attending the National College Signing Day for Piscataway were students Julian Matos (Boston College); Alexi 
Blake (Temple University); Aubri McKoy; Dvorah Southland (Colgate University); Audrey Zhou (Rutgers 
University); Courtney Culp (UMBC); Joshua Joyner; Justin Cere (Kean University) and Kamaal Stewart 
(Arcadia University) 
 
For more information about National College Signing Day and #ReachHigher go 
to https://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/reach-higher


 
JAZZ BAND FESTIVAL 
 

 
 
 
This month, the PHS Jazz Band attended a competitive jazz festival at Livingston High School with a total of 9 
bands in performance.  Piscataway received a gold rating (the highest rating) and out of all of the schools 
competing that night, we received the Outstanding Trumpet Section award.  In addition, our guitarist, junior 
Tomi Bada, received the outstanding soloist award out of all of the soloists within the Piscataway Jazz Band. 
This is the first competition that the jazz band has attended in almost a decade.  The kids were very happy with 
their performance, and thrilled with the outcome.  So much success in the music department this year!!! 

 
 
RUTGERS UNITE HALF MARATHON 
 

 
 



 
PHS teachers Lynn Diaz and Jessica Loux, along with 12th grade student Sarah Marcinko, 
successfully completed the Rutgers Unite Half Marathon on Sunday, April 18th, 2016. The ladies ran 13.1 
miles through Rutgers University; they began the race outside of the Werblin Recreational Center on Busch 
Campus and crossed the finish line on College Avenue just outside the Rutgers Student Center. Mrs. Diaz and 
Mrs. Loux want to congratulate Sarah Marcinko on completing her first half marathon.  Great job Sarah! 

 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

May 6 Latin Dance Night 

May 11 Art Show 

May 13  Spring Band Concert 

May 17 Spring Orchestra Concert 

May 20 Spring Choir Concert 

May 24 National Honor Society Induction Ceremony 

May 25 World Languages Honor Society Induction Ceremony 

May 26 ICCA Heat Show 

May 26 Jazz under the Stars 

May 31 Tri M Music Honor Society Induction 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


